A bi-weekly newsletter highlighting important news and events for SFAR REALTORS®

October 29, 2013

The San Francisco Neighborhood Videos are Here
Last week, the San Francisco Association of REALTORS® announced the
release of comprehensive San Francisco city and neighborhood videos to its
consumer-facing, home property and sales data website, www.sfrealtors.com.
The neighborhood videos give homebuyers, locals and visitors alike a unique
way to learn about the communities within San Francisco.
SFAR’s San Francisco neighborhood videos are divided into the 10 real estate
districts within the city of San Francisco and feature each area’s unique architectural and historical elements as well as an array of transportation, dining and
shopping options.
“Our REALTOR® members are constantly looking for quality local information
to provide their clients who are looking to buy and rent in San Francisco,” said
SFAR 2013 President Christine Dwiggins. “sfrealtors.com’s neighborhood pages now provide in-depth videos alongside high quality still photography of San
Francisco’s most beautiful streetscapes and detailed descriptions of the larger
residential districts and the 89 micro-neighborhoods that make up San Francisco.”
In late November, SFAR will be releasing details about how members of the
Association can use these videos for marketing their own websites as well as
make use of the video footage and still photography collected throughout the
course of this project. In the meantime, be sure to watch all of the neighborhood videos!

Explore San Francisco
District 1
District 2
District 3
District 4
District 5
District 6
District 7
District 8
District 9
District 10
San Francisco City Video

Video Fun Facts
Hours of Pre Production:
160
Hours of Post Production:
720
Tanks of gas used during
shooting:
2
Production Company:
RockBridge Productions

SFAR News
Did You Know that You Can Defer Your Dues Payment?
The holidays are right around the corner and SFAR knows that it can be a stressful time, especially where finances are concerned. That
is why the Association offers a deferred payment plan for those members who request it. To take advantage of the plan, the Association
must receive the completed request form no later than Tuesday, December 31, 2013.
Under the deferral plan, members agree to pay the amount of $339 to SFAR by January 31, 2014, covering their dues obligation for CAR
and NAR. The remaining balance must be paid by February 28, 2014. For additional information, please contact Nicole Christmas at:
nicole@sfrealtors.com.
Click here to download the Dues Deferral Request Form. Once completed, you may fax the completed form to: (415) 553-3968 or email it
to: nicole@sfrealtors.com

Global Networking Opportunities at 2013 NAR Conference & Expo
NAR will be holding its 2013 REALTORS® Conference & Expo in San Francisco on November 8-11, 2013. Among the thousands attending will
be several international delegations from across the world. To cater to these international delegations, there will be a number International
Real Estate Programs and Global Networking Opportunities that you can utilize to expand your network and global perspective. Take a look at
the complete international schedule for the NAR Conference here: bit.ly/18yMYKF.
If you are interested in participating in the International Real
Estate Programs at the Conference and utilizing your foreign
language skills at Global Networking Opportunities, please
email your name, cell phone number, email address and second or more languages to Sydel Smith at Sydel@sfrealtors.com.
Please note that you have to REGISTER for NAR Conference/
Expo yourself and at your own cost at http://www.realtor.org/
convention.nsf/.
Fellow SFAR members, let’s show up in
full force for SFAR and let the international delegates know San Francisco
Realtors® are global agents serving
investors around the world.
See you at the Conference and Expo!
SFAR Global Alliance Committee Chairs,
Fanny Chu and Jed Lane

Watch the NAR Conference Live
NAR has announced “Conference Live”, a virtual window into
the REALTORS® Conference & Expo experience. This free
NAR resource takes viewers behind the scenes of the event in
San Francisco. Watch Chief Economist Lawrence Yun’s residential and commercial economic forums, catch interviews with
expert speakers, and view exhibitor demonstrations. Plus follow
along with the experiences of over 30 Featured Attendees –
members and board staff from across North America who will
share their personal thoughts and reflections over the four days
of the event.
Learn more here

SFAR News
Plan Your Day at Member Appreciation - The Schedule is Here
Member Appreciation Day Fast Facts
When: Thursday, November 21, 2013, 8:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m.
Where: Mission Bay Conference Center at UCSF 1675 Owens Street, San Francisco, CA 94143
Why: It’s FREE for members to attend. Take part in a
day filled with 13 different educational breakout sessions on a range of real estate related topics. You
can also spend the day visiting with 16 different exhibitors offering real estate-focused products and services.
Sponsors:

Point2
Gold Sponsor Theo, Inc.
Silver Sponsors Sterling Bank and Trust
Bronze Sponsors Property ID, realtor.com®,
RPR, SF Examiner
Patron Sponsors C.A.R., Trulia, Zillow,
Rapattoni, Supra, REMAX, Cloud CMA,
Instanet Solutions
Platinum Sponsor

REGISTER NOW

Click on the image above to download the event schedule

Having Trouble Accessing Realist through the SFARMLS?
If you have been experiencing issues accessing Realist through
the SFARMLS, it may be an issue with your computer’s version of
Flash.
For Realist to work correctly on your computer, you must have an
updated version of Flash. Members will need Flash 11 or higher.
You can check which version of Flash you have here:
http://helpx.adobe.com/flash-player/kb/find-version-flashplayer.html

Need Realist Training?
SFAR members who want to
learn more about Realist but
missed the webinar, can watch a
pre-recorded Realist Training
Session by clicking here:
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/
register/521618088

Legislative News
This Year at the California State Capitol
With the State legislature adjourning on September 12, this year’s legislative cycle in the
State Capitol has come to a close. Below is a quick summary and update of the legislative
bills that the California Association of REALTORS® supported and opposed in 2013.

AB 1229 (Toni Atkins) – Inclusionary Zoning
What It Would have Done: AB 1229 would have allowed local governments to force newly

constructed housing developments to provide new rent controlled units at the site of the
development, significantly expanding the stock of rent controlled units in California.
REALTOR® Impact: AB 1229 effectively reverses the state-wide rent control limitations that

were established in the landmark “Costa-Hawkins” law sponsored by C.A.R. in 1995. Additionally, by forcing new housing developments to include below-market-rate units in their
financing structure, AB 1229 would have significantly slowed the development of new housing across the state.
C.A.R. Position: Oppose.
What Happened: AB 1229 narrowly passed the Assembly and State Senate houses with heavy grassroots opposition from

REALTORS®. Governor Brown vetoed AB 1229 on October 13, 2013 thereby killing the bill.
SB 30 (Ian Calderon) - Debt Forgiveness Income Tax
What It Does: SB 30 would have provided tax relief to
property owners who are selling their homes in a short
sale. It would have brought California into alignment
with the federal government’s Mortgage Debt Reduction Act of 2007, which forgave borrowers from income
tax liability on debt forgiven in a short sale.
REALTOR® Impact: SB 30 would have guaranteed that

homeowners, particularly ones with underwater mortgages, could short sell their homes without fear that
they would face income tax liability from the debt forgiven in a short sale. It would have allowed distressed
homeowners to regain financial stability without being
penalized by the government.
C.A.R. Position: Support, Sponsored.
What Happened: In the Senate Appropriations Commit-

tee, SB 30 was “linked” to another bill, SB 391, which
meant that SB 30 could not become law without SB
391 also passing. C.A.R. strongly opposed linking the
two measures, and worked through the year to unlink
the bills. SB 30 became a “two year” bill, and can be
passed and signed into law as late as April 14, 2014.

SFAR in the Community

SFAR CEO Walter Baczkowski and Government Affairs and Community
Relations Director Mary Jung took part in San Francisco Mayor Ed Lee’s
Trade and Friendship Mission to Beijing and Shanghai earlier this month.
Here are a few pictures from their adventures.

SFAR’s Mary Jung and President–Elect Betty Taisch pose
with city leaders and SF
Homeownership staff at the
Homeownership SF Expo on
October 26.
SFAR’s Jay Cheng staffs the SFAR table at the Richmond
Sunday Street Fair on October 27.

Don’t Miss First Stop Tuesday
on November 5
First Stop Tuesday has been growing in popularity with each
event. SFAR is excited to bring to members the third installment in November. Stop by the Association’s office on Tuesday, November 5 at 8:00 a.m. to fuel up on coffee and pastries, and network with colleagues prior to heading out for
Tuesday Tour.
You’ll have a chance to meet other members and get a sneak
peak at some of the properties coming up on the tour. The
event is being sponsored by SFAR affiliate member—
Christopher Caproni with RPM Mortgage.
Let us know you are coming by reserving your spot HERE.

YPN Raises $339 for SF Earn
The Young Professionals Network of SFAR hosted a Top
Producer’s Panel on October 16. While the event was free,
attendees were asked at the door to provide donations for
the San Francisco-based nonprofit organization, SF
Earn.org.

SF EARN provides an online platform that helps lowincome workers build lifelong savings habits and financial
capability. Since 2002, the organization has helped more
than 5,200 people save a total of $6.2 million.
Learn more about EARN Here.
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Happy Halloween — Thursday, October, 31
Toastmasters, Monday, November 4, 11, 18, 25 11:50 a.m. – 1:00
p.m.
MLS and Technology Committee Meeting, Thursday, November 7,
3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Cloud CMA Class, Wednesday, November 20, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Board of Directors Meeting, Wednesday, November 20, noon - 2:00
p.m.

Member Appreciation Day, Thursday, November 21, 8:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m.
SFAR Membership Orientation, Friday, November 22, 9:30 - 11:00
a.m.
Association Office Closed for the Thanksgiving Holiday, Thursday,
and Friday November 28 and 29.

